
Lighten Up … Your Legal Exposure 
The Importance of Good Recordkeeping 

M. Bowling - Friedman Leak PA



Not me, I’m really good at my job

I know my job.  I’m good at it.  
I’m honest and I have clear conscience.  
I am not going to get caught up in all that corporate stuff about 
record keeping and lawsuits.  
I am going to mind my own business and leave all that to the 
company.



Not me, I’m really good at my job

Being good at your job is NOT GOOD ENOUGH!!
It sounds good but does not work

Does not matter how good you are at your job.
It is not a corporate issue, it is a licensed blaster 

issue – they can only get to the company through you.
• Individual liability
• Reputation
• Employment

Minding your own business may sound good, but the legal system 
makes your business – the public’s business….

• Outside issues
• Health issues
• Employment history



How are they going to prove we did that ?!

They don’t have to….The law does not require the plaintiffs to 
prove cause!

You would have more rights if you committed a crime than you do 
when you are accused of causing damage by blasting vibration.  YOU 
ARE NOT INNOCENT UNTIL PROVEN GUILTY!

• Strict liability
• Dangerous activity
• Ultra hazardous activity



How are they going to prove we did that ?!

If an activity involves the potential for serious harm to people or 
property, no matter how carefully it is undertaken, then those 
responsible for the act will be held strictly liable for any resulting 
damages.
All the plaintiff has to do is to say they heard/felt a blast and then 
noticed damage



I’ll take my chances with a jury

Are you sure of that?  Who will be on my jury?
You aren’t being judged by your “peers.” You will be judged by 
people who know nothing about what you do and probably don’t 
like you

Unemployed
Housewives (gender gap)
Underemployed
Non-technical
Non-educated



I’ll take my chances with a jury

Most juries will not understand the science or the technology 
involving in blasting.

Hundredths of thousands
Inches per second
Linear decibels
Structure response

About the only thing they understand is “lawful”… we followed 
the law and industry standards

Homeland security
BATF
DANGER
HAZARD



Examples about what we are talking 
about…



GPS







Bulk Explosive Weight





Distance to 
Nearest Dwelling



Distance to 
Nearest Dwelling
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